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Recycling Coordinator’ s Report
For 2004

In the world of recycling, Madison County took a giant step forward in 2004 when computer
monitors and televisions (known as e-waste) were banned from the landfill and added to the
mandatory list of recyclables.

Before a vote on the issue, members of the Board of Supervisors received packets of information
detailing the reasons e-waste should be recycled rather than disposed of in alandfill. The
Recycling Coordinator conducted extensive research regarding the potentia hazardous of e-
waste, and the consequences of improper disposal. She shared this information with the
supervisors and said, “1f we do not ban these items from our landfill we could eventually
contaminate our leachate with hazardous waste.”

The hazardous materials found in computer monitors and televisions — lead, cadmium and
mercury — are cumulative toxic substances, meaning that if we continue to discard computer
monitors and televisions in our municipal solid waste landfill we could eventually contaminate
our landfill leachate with hazardous waste, the cost of disposing of hazardous waste leachate is
extremely high because it would have to be taken to an authorized disposal site.

It should be noted that computer monitors and tel evision screens contain an average of 5 pounds
of lead. Some larger television sets may contain as much as 15 pounds of lead. A typical 15-inch
computer monitor contains 1.5 pounds of lead.

Supervisors were given a complete time table for the new e-waste recycling program, along with
residential and commercial haulers recycling charges, storage for the materia during the interim
between collection and pickup by 5-R Processors (electronic recyclers) in Syracuse.

According to information available when the Board of Supervisors discussed these resolutions on
July 13, 2004, only three states in the country had mandatory computer monitor and television
recycling laws.

The New Y ork State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) was unsure how to
handle Grant funding for Madison County’ s new program as it set a president in New Y ork
State. Madison County isthefirst county in New Y ork State to adopt legislation requiring
mandatory recycling of hazardous electronic waste, which is the fastest growing waste stream in
the country.

The program began in earnest on September 1, 2004 and was readily accepted by residents, who,
for the most part, were happy to have an easily accessible and inexpensive way to recycle their e-
waste.



From September 1 to December 31, under the new mandatory recycling program, 23.8 tons of
potentially hazardous e-waste was recycled.

Prior to the establishment of the mandatory program on Sept. 1, 2004, two Computer Recycle
Days were held in Madison County during the same year — one at the Buyea Rd. Convenience
station and one in New Woodstock. These eventstook in 3.8 tons and 3.3 tons of e-waste
respectively.

In all, 42.9 tons of potentially hazardous electronic waste were diverted from the Madison
County Landfill between June 2001 and December 2004. This material was sent to 5-R
Processors in Syracuse to be recycled. 5-R Processorsis a certified by the Dept. of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) as an electronic recycler.

The photo above is asmall example of the material collected after computer monitors
and televisions were added to the mandatory recycling list. From September through
the end of December 23.8 tons of e-waste was recycled. Photo by Sharon Driscoll
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E-waste collections numbers
June 2001 (first Computer Recycle Day) though December 31, 2004

Date Event Residents Tons Recycled Location
was held Participating
June 2001 100 4 tons Buyea Rd.
June 2002 105 3.6 tons Buyea Rd.
May 2003 100 4.17 tons Buyea Rd.
Sept. 2003 71 3.5tons Buyea Rd.
May 15, 2004 83 3.8 tons Buyea Rd.
June 12, 2004 67 3.26 tons New Woodstock
Sept. 1 — Dec.31 Estimated number | 23.79 tons Collection at all
New Mandatory of households transfer stations
recycling participating - 465 and_ Buyea Rd.
during normal
program began operating hours
Total recycled in 30.85 tons 61,700 pounds of
2004 E-waste was
recycled in 2004
Total e-waste 42.86 tons 85,720 pounds of e-
Recycled waste has bgen
between collected during
2001 -- 2004 the past four years

The Information and Technology Dept. recycled 1.5 tons of e ectronic equipment on 5/15/04 —

the total e-waste disposed on 5/15/04 was 4.95 tons.

The New Woodstock Library recycled of .73 tons of electronic equipment on 6/12/04 — the total

e-waste recycled on 6/12/04 was 3.26 tons.
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Household Hazardous Waste Program

Madison County’ s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) program continues as an important part
of the Department of Solid Waste's Waste Management plan. Approximately 70 residents took
advantage of this program in 2004, disposing of 2.4 tons of hazardous waste. Half of the HHW
Program is funded through a grant from the New Y ork State Dept. of Environmental
Conservation (DEC).

During 2003, household hazardous waste registration forms were placed on the Madison County
Web site. This made the registration process faster and easier for residents and has been a
valuable tool in promoting the County’ s Household Hazardous Waste program.

As of February 3, 2005 Madison County had not received a grant check from the DEC for
$4,726.40 — this request was submitted to the DEC for payment on Dec. 12, 2003.

The Recycling Coordinator submitted another HHW Grant request to the DEC on January 10,
2005 -- for the period from 12/31/03 through 12/31/04 requesting $8,746.00.

Madison County contracts with the Syracuse division of Environmental Products and Services of
Vermont for HHW disposal.

Inkjet/Laser cartridge Recycling Programs

The inkjet/laser cartridge recycle program continues at a study pace. During 2004, 408 pounds of
material was saved from the landfill and recycled. We received $590.53 for this materia in 2004
from Recycle First in Dover, N.H. In 2003, 364 pounds were recycled and received $571.09.

Public Service Announcements
Throughout the year the Recycling Coordinator places Public Service Announcementsin area
newspapers, television and on WMCR Radio. These spots serve as areminder to residents
regarding on going programs provided by the Dept. of Solid Waste and Sanitation or to notify
residents of a change in a specific program.

Landfill and Recycling Center Tours

Tours of the landfill and ARC Recycling Center are conducted on aregular basis by the County’s
Recycling Coordinator. There was a marked increase in the number of people visiting the landfill
and recycling center in 2004. Seven hundred and ninety people toured the landfill and recycling
center during 2004 and 895 more people attended recycling presentations. Thus, the Recycling
Coordinator had a chance to visit with and instruct 1,671 people asto the ins and outs of
recycling and about the landfill site as awhole.
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Students get alook at the Leachate Ponds — the primary and secondary ponds — and a nice whiff
of the leachate. Photo by Sharon Driscall

Students from Hamilton College in Clinton, NY get a close up and personal look at the working
face of the Buyea Rd. Landfill. Geology Professor Todd Rayne, second from right with blue hat,
explains landfill construction in detail to his students — atopic that is aso discussed thoroughly
during all of the tours given by Recycling Coordinator Sharon Driscoll. Photo by Sharon
Driscoll



Ken Stone, left, manager of the ARC MRF, talks with students from Hamilton College about the
recycling markets during alandfill and recycling center tour. Photo by Sharon Driscoll




